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PREFACE

This story is written with the help of many friends who hawve
lived in or near Summertown and helped make and keep it the beloved
colony that it has been from the beginning, To all of them, and to
Gilbert Govan and James W, Livingood, co-authors of The Chattanoogs
Country, and to Cartter Patten, author of A Tennessee Chronicle,
from which the historical backeround has been gathered, I am deeply
Indebted,

So much material has been made available that any story that
contained it all would fall apart of its own weight. This is an
attempt to write a central story with the thought in mind that
family stories might be added in chronological order and a full
record made of the history of the one and only Summertown,

Respectfully,

Elizabeth B. Patten

(Mre, Cartter Patten)



To the last of the refugees,

Sarah Key Patten and Margaret Key,
who with their parents, Judg: and Mrs, D, M. Key,
fled the cholera im ‘hattenonge,
June, 187+,
to Mabbitt Springs
and attended the founding
of

Summerfown



Bighty years is a lot of time when measured by man's life span
and when we look back the elghty years to the founding of Summertown
we look down the vista of many lives into a really different world,

Hamilton County, north of the Tennessee River had been opened to
settlers by the Hiwassee Purchase of 1819, and with the dramatic removs]
of the Cherokees down the tragic Trail of Tears in 1838 the rest of
Hamilton County south of the Tennessee River was opened for white settlers.
Some had come into this mountain after the early treaty and emtered their
grants upon the county records, stayed a while and then moved on leaving
their 1anﬁs to Sther men. It was a simple pioneer world in which the
skyways belonged to birds of passage - robins, geese, ducks, passenger
pigeons, in migratory flight, and the roadways of men and his livestock
and the forest creatures were ruts and paths worn into the earth, The
airplane belonged to the future as did the telephone, electricity, auto-
mobiles and good highways, the mail man and our "plumbing culture." The
settlers moved slowly, and deliberately onward on foot or on horseback or
in sturdy wagons and carts drawn by teams of horses, mules, or oxen, Their
letters and mail travelled an uncertain and irregular course from writer to
reader, and seemingly unending generations of people continued to tote their
water that weary way from spring to house. The lack of these inventions
yet—to-come did not fret the minds of those people for the land was quiet,
and beautiful, and the lodestar of each settler was land with water, an ever
running spring, Forest Pines cast their shadows on the snow white petal
flakes of the flowering dogwoods in the spring, and the vivid feliage of the
sourwoods beneath which the wild blue gentians tossed in early autumn's
winds, Chestnuts, chinquapins, Persimmons, and wildfox grapes sustained

& host of wild animals in the forests., This beauty is still with us



though we have been hoedless and now must seolk 1% out while ence 1%
ve.s everywhere,

In time the world of Summertown became two farms, The Levi farm
ran from Fairmount Road across Wilson Road %o Spring Avenue, some one
hundred thirty five acres in all, The road to the house was bordered
with giant Chestnut trees and blackberry bushes and near the simple
little log house there flowed a spring,

Water was essential to every homestead, The Levi spring was an
oxceptionally fine one with good freestone water in unfailing flow ;k}
oven in the dryest weather, The Levis loved their place, their spring,
their solitude, and broke the peace only on Sunday when Levi became }ﬁ%
barson and preached the Gospel, with his wife in faithful attendance,

Beyond the levi blace the Mabbitts %24 owned a tract of land,
had come and gone but left forever their name upon their land and
Spring, Their home place was later known as Three Oaks and in the gulech
&cross the branch the waters of Mabbitt Spring poured forth from a rocky
wall into the branch, This water ls chalybeate as is the water that
=ans near veins of coal and the rocks are stained by traces of minerals.

Down the mountain some wearisome miles away across the Tennessoee

Ziver the trading post first known as Ross! Landing had grown into a
“ewn,  In December of 1839 The General Assembly of Tennessee had passed f;w*
*Z act to establish the town of Chattanooga and soon 1ts streets were
-z.% out wide and broad to accommodete heavy traffic and future growth. }
-2 traffic problems of today would be much Simpler had the clty fathers, n%@j
gver In search of money, not narrovwed the streets and sold the land to .
gain some revenue,

"Unlike the other principal cities of Tennessee, Chattanooga points
to no pair of founders like White and Blount, of Knoxville; Robertson ang

Donelson of Nashville; or Overton and Yinchester, of Memphis; fer ite

itititsnts in 1839 were some fifty familles, made up of traders and



storekeepers, a few men who had aided Gemeral Scott with the removal of

the Cherokees and decided to remain and cast their lot with the pleasant-
ly located village, plus some farmers and others interested in land de-
velopment or speculation. Because of its location on the Tennessee River.
vhere long valleys from the north and south meet, Chattanooga became an
important railway junction., The Uniom and Confederate Armies fought

major battles for its possession during the Civil Var. Chattanooga 's

real growth and industrial development began at the close of the Civil
War, brought about not by any generals, governors, or other political
figures, but by Union and Confederate soldiers who worked shoulder tc
shoulder after the war to 1if% themselves and their adopted town far on the

road to progress and proaperity."l

John T. Wilder, W, P. Rethburn, T. G,
Montague, John C, Stanton, Hirem Chemberlain, Z. C, Patten and T. H.
Payne were among the men who came Just after the war,

The census of 1870 revealed 6,903 residents in Chattanooga, The
census taken by Adolph Oche for his City Directory in 1878 shoved a pPOPL.~
lation of over 11,000 of whom only 773'were native Tennesseans,

The God-given beauty of the mountains and the land was undisputed
but the town itself was ugly, The first train had come in 1851 and Broed
Street was Rallroad Street and the tracks went down to the river. The
business center extended from the river to Ninth on Market Street. The
street itself had suffered the abuse of two armles and was in acute neec
of repair. Drovers came from Kentucky and East Tennessee with herde of
mules, cattle, and hogs whose hoofs and cloven hoofs deepened the mud or

-* 223t and further dirtied the worn out streets, The roads that lgad
-2l the town were no better. Along the blacks of the business district
“tt I2iildings of boards with mud chimneys "without any possible reference

-2£%e and convenlence" showed that the town was still a frontier

T-.lxfs, A long row of drinking saloons greeted the eye of the visitor

-sznessee Chronicle p. 140



as he stepped off the train. History records little of manmade besuty

in this young town, But of her spirit a Knoxville editor wrote,
"Chattanooga has more backbone for its size and advantages than any

small village we know of. She has as many lives as a cat, 4s to killing
her, even floods have failed. You may knock the breath out of her, -
that's all. She will refill her lungs and draw a longer breath than eve:,
Her pluck has saved her and 1s likely to make her one of the most flour-
1shing and prosperous cities in the south."2 It was this remarlable
spirit and the neighborly attitude of this frontier town caught ¢1 cfien
in peril and hardship that knit the people together in common intarcasw
and created a spirit of harmony,

The war ended in 1865. The great flood came quite suddenly on tkae
night of March 8, 1867 and the Tennessee River reached out of its banks
to Ninth Street and beyond and from Cherry Strest to Pine Street, The
guests at the Crutchfield House (where the Read House now stands) awoke
to find water five feet in the first floor, The river reached its crest
at 58.6 feet and Captain Woods White came to Fifth and Market in his
steamboat, "Cherokee", where he was asked to turn back lest the back
wash from his boat should further weaken tottering housss, The bridge
across the river near the foot of Market Street that was given to the
town by the Federal Army was washed awvay., Heavy winter snows followad
by heavy thawing rains had caused this flood of all floods.

Unbeaten, the people cleared away the debris and the drifiwood,

The city fathers ordered the sale of an unidentified and unclaimed house
that the receding river left stranded on Chestnut Street, between Sixth
and Seventh. 4 ferry took the place of the lost bridge and men pulled
“72 neavy barges from shore to shore with ropes and cables and pulleys.

"t vimiged the Crutchfield House the same year and volunteers manned

-7z lezartment, Small-pox was a constant menace, In 1871 twenty-

-~a73znooga Country p, 313



one business establishmenis on Market Streoi burned. ITan 1873 the cholexs
struck, Tragedy met wlth courage by the young town had challenged the
admirvation oif the Xnoxville editvor.

The era following the woir wasn'i casy for veople had veen divided
and were hurt in minds and bodies, bevefs, dmpoverished, and the ovll of
var was near in time and deed. Vewcomers suffered slights that offended
them, In 1873 Jonathan Waverly Bachman became pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church, He was a Yennessean whoae own fomily hod suffered
the cleavage of opposing loyalties and as an ex~Confederaie officor and
man of God he "advanced to all tho idea of harmony among men, falih in
Ged and a patrviotvic belief in a weuniited countryq"q

It was on a Monday in June of 1873 thet Judge D, M. Key returned
home to lunch and asked his wife, "Lizzie, can you and the childven be
ready %o go %o the Ridge tomorrow?"

"No, Mr., Koy, I camnot possibly go. "The clothes are in the tub
soaking "

"Two people died of cholera this morning."

"Have the haclk hexe at 2o'clock, Mr., Key, Wo'lll be veady."

David McKendree Key had been an officev in the Confederate Army and
taken prisoner in the batile of Viecksburg., The monihs in prison vere
hard and when released as an excbango prisoner rehurned home broksm in
heslth. The stomach trouble contracted as a prisoner wever left him
and he was ever jn search of a cuve, He had drunk of the chalybeate
waters of Mabbiltét Spring and found them heneficisl, In time of plague
1%t was natural that his thoughts should tuva quickly to the healthful
waters of this spring,

Cholera was one of the diseases that baressed the whole southeast,
and like the yellow fever neithev the cause nor the remedy was knowa.

Pleas were made for cleanliness and sanitation and once the disemss had

3. The Chattanooga Country p. 300



been diagnosed emergency action was taken., 411 houses and yords were
ordered disinfected. The sale of Ffruit and vegetohbles was proalbiied.
Everyone did what he thoughi best and while some vegorted to home-made
remedies, others wend fishing or ouw b'ay hunis for the duration of %ho
OMOTLONCY .

The D, M, Keys had seven children. His brothow, Suvwmerfield A. Xay

and bis wife, Mary Divine, had an iafany daughter, Bows, Togethew the
fanllies wravelled the rough stecp miles vo Mabbilit Spelngs to stay at o

beoarding house yun by & Me, and Mrs, Lewls in the old Mebbitt House at
Three Qaks, The Duffys were there with an infani davghter, Momio., Woumls,
e of the co-founders of the Giwls Preparatory School, a younger slstew
$0 Mamie, was yet to he boxa,

The boarding house was s crude blg fvome av log mountain houvse and
this was perheps tho first year of the TLewis' boavding house, Thero wore
problems of warketing Tor nothing could come from Chajtancoga and all
foods save the mounvaln produce at hand had to be brouvght from Sequatchie
Talley., Tho meals were slwplo though nourlohlung and while the adulis
wrestled wlth the problomsg of supplies and frowned won the lady who
complained sbout poor food, the childrvon were happy and corelree. Moamo
Koy tendod the baby, David, for thele wmother had been gulte 111 with
eryalpelas shorily before, and iwhe other children nloyed croguet,
geratched thelr chiggers and enjoyed vhe frugal fare, One day Margaret,
almost 7, and John, not yei 5, slipped sway to ithe gulch near the spring
and started a esimall fire in a hollow tweo oaly Ho sitand by, litile and
sore afraid, as the whole tree blazed up as & woawing furnsce, On Sva-
days the children llstened at the levi goie as "the pavson® nroclaimed
the Gospel to his wife., Mountain people paused in passing but never
entered.

Ap the summer ended and ihe plague had spent 14s8elf the Koy brethors

bought land across the gulch from the boarding house and ordered twin log



cabinsg bullt against the day another plauge should strike, dbove the Mab-
bltt Spring and near the ftennls court of woday the two cabins were bulli,
each wlth three rooms and one chimvey. The lesser dog-trot was 40 be tho
dining woom, the greatsr dog-urot the porch~giitting room. Snch was the
birth of Summervtown,

D. M., Key was olected Judge of the Chancewy Court in 1870 and re-
slgned in 1875 to accept the appoinitment %o fill the wacency iv the U,S,
Senate caused by the death of Aadrew Johnson., President Hayes aonpoinied
him Postmaster General in his cabinet vhen he was insugurated in 1877 and
the Keys were in Washington fvom 1875-80. odolph Ochs! #irst issue of the
Times, July 2, 1878, cawrcled the social item that kes., D, M, Key, wife
of the Postmaster General, had retvumed freom Washington %o spend the sum-~
mer at her home in Chattancoga, It was 1n mid-September of that yvear when
a prominent lndlvidual died of ihe yellow Tever., Chationoogens fled the
city as before an lnvading army. Some went uwpstream on a siveamboat, othery
went %o Dlowlng Springs %o a Retfugea Comp sot up by the Boawrd of Healih:
the Crutchfields went %o a spring near Flintstone, Georgia. Sevewral vall-
road wen filled up an old passenger coach with beds, "Hach evening the
car was atiached to a train and tekon out of town, to he brought back

heoo
similarly the next morning."  The 8, 4. Keys and some friends occupiled
the twin cablns thai year,

In 1880 Postmasier General Key had vesigued the Cabinet post 4o ac-
copt the appolntmens as Federal Juldge of Hast Tomnessee. (1% ig o fomily
legend ithat he declined the offer of an appointment 40 the Sunreme Court
bench because with the high cost of Living in Washingion he could weay
his family of nine better im Chattanooga,) This was the first surmer thal
the D. M. Koy family occupied thelr cabin in Summertown. ‘Mhe lange Tamily
overtlowed the three woom cabin into the twin cottage when it wasn'y oe~

cupied, and had a gilrls' room theve oven wheuw the S, A, Keys wexre %here,

™3
)

b, The Chatitancoge Cowntry p, 32



The ounly baths were taken in the stream in the gulch and tho young ladles,
clad in chemises would sit on the vocks and bathe in the pools,

lach morning Judee Key Hool his demijohm down the rocky path to tho
gpring to get the woter and o morning drink was required of all present,
The chalybeate waters were a problem for cooking, and coffee made with
it was a very speclal problem. "The weather was hob and dry., During
the prolonged suvmmer drought the visitors were forced o haul water iom
the Levi spring, which never weni dry. Afser snduring the trials of a
dry summer, Mrs, Key approached Mr, levli and asked 3f he would sell his
farm, The spring was the real asset she had in nmind, but the great chesie
put trees that led o the house and the prollfic paiches of blackberry
bushes caught the fancy of the Key childwen, Me. Levi declined %o sell
but a year later changed his wiad on sccounit of go wany people moving
near him. He was frank to say he wanted a heap of money for the land -~
$400,00, Mrs, Koy purchased Levi's 135 acres, Before returning to town
for the winter she arrangod with Uncle Billy Miles to build 2 log houseJﬁ
Thus in 1883 in the suburbs of Summertown 2 log house was bnilt which,
ag Topside, was the beloved bovxihsitone of the clan o'Key until 1948
wvhen Mrs, Sarah Key Patten sold it to the RBdwnyrd S, Parsons. They, in
turn, love it dearly,

It is on the Levl acyes thai many of the "suburban' Summertown
homes stand. The Polndexter, Willingham, Willlams and Lupton homos are
built on parcels of this land, Crossvoads was bullt by the Key's young-
est child, Blizobeth, and her hushand, Garnets Adndvews. More recently
the Taylor childwven have buils homes to west of Topside on parte of thils
same acreage, and othey lots on Falirmount Road were given forx the dulld-
Ing of the Wayslde Presbyiexrian Church,

Being detained in Chattanooga by a rallroad wreck, in 1881, Captain

Jo O, Hutcheson "looked up ai the mountain, hired a buggy, bousht a log

5. Tlower and Teather B.B.P. Vol, III #2 Apell, 1947 p. 25



sabin at the head of the W Corduroy and lived there b3 summerm,"b Se 14
was the wreck that brought good luck te Signal in the famlly, Hutchason.,
Ceptain Huitcheson of Virginia had formed o purinership in Houston, Tewad,
and being acutvely affected by the heat had arranged with his pariner %0
be awvay duving the hot swwner months. He haid speni those months ln the
Tivginia mountains untll the day of the wreck when he found a nesrer
mountain, and boughit a suwmer home thore. e had a brilliant mnind awvd
true joy of livipg end breught wish him & charming Family of whom Hllso
Hutchoeson Chapin (Mrs, B. Y, Sr.) hos remained with us, She has weiften
in a letter of august 5, 1953, "I shall never rorget my fivey visit to
Summertown, We had decided to bhave a wienlc ot Mabblid Spring. The
Tunch wes coolked and the femily loaded ln the surrey and we had found
our way o iwo log cablns on whe wxoad to the spring. Ags we weached the
#1rst one the rain began o descond, Wo had no twopd s wo wovre growing
desperate o very dis v logulshed~looking @gentleman came from the poich
and asked us if we'd like to come %n. My fathev explained the situa-
tion and we were aslked to come in on hig porch and have our Juncheon,

It was Serohts bilrihdey, we were Hold, How beavtiful haie, in long
braids, was below her knees I am sure, This wus the beginnlng of our
long friendship." PThis meeting of the Keys and Hutchesons and the be~
ginning of & cherished frilendship botween vivncliong Blise and the
auburn~heired Sarsh was August 16, 1831 or 1882, Mes, Sareh Xey Paiten
wrote August ¢, 1953, "I think she (Inise) %Hold 1n such & prebiy way the
spontansouns intimacy of our Hwo Fenilies, Lo comnenced go fivilogly
with a bilrthday and a plenic so closely interwoven ia oue %wo familiesn,
I think I have told you more thea once of our yearly celobration, the
fivst day of dugust, her beautiful sister Mildved's, her brother Polmer's,
my beother Johu's, and Bess Hoey's brother John's bilrthday, We wen® %o
Signal Mountaln Burnit Cabin Spring with legendesy Uncle Jimnie Smith
leading by blozed trail, by the besutiful trees on the Levi Salising

6., Mes, B, ¥, Chapinls letter, hugust 5, 1953



grounds, Wobody living ever had ihe parbecued chlclen thasn could con-
pare with our beloved Captain Hutcheson's artigtry learned in the army
he alwvays saild and with stolen bivds., ~--These were the daye of the

o

twin log cabins, which %o me, were the heart oi Summeriown. I can's

see or feel anything else, Father and Uncle Swmerfield were the plo-
neers, Uncle Summeriield planted a hoemlock and a holly by the ruaway,
or porch of every cabin that was buili those early years, and no man
ever toted as many Jjugs of chalybeate waver fvom Mabbiti Springs as ay
dear Tather, who certainly believed in its healing quality. 'The
Haothaway ' cabln way have anvedated us, I think there was one cabin
there when we bulli, dbut I am sure the 01d Tiwers will agree, the few

38 . &
Leay

that are left, that those ecrude twin cobins were 'Swmertown's?

gaspo

The Mabbltty story ls eluslive., Urom an wddensiiled source we
quote, "Mhe Hamilton County wecords disclosc that the twact of land, some
200 acres, surrounding the Mabbiti Spyriogy wes oenverod by Washington and

W, J, Hixon in 184717

"fhis tract of land was later conveyed to Tdwin Mabbits in 1852-56,
roconveyed and parcelled ouvut to a groun of Chattancogans 1n 1872, In
1882 or 1883 Dr., P. D, Sims, Judgo John Cleage of New Orleans, and Me,
John C, Griifiss bought the land immediately survounding Mabbiit Sorings
and extending to the brow, and divided it into lois, veserving the Mah-
bitt Spring Gulch, woads leading thereto ete., a8 o pienic park and
beauty spot t0 be owvned joinbly with the water »ights to the spring by
eoch 1ot holder in the Mabhite txmct,"7 Today the gorge ig known adq
Mabblty Park.

The Mabbiis place became known os Three Osks and agaln was the
haven for refugess, this tlme Lrom the yellow fever in 1878, Dr. P, D.
Sims brought his family there and within five years joined with Judge

7. Cepled by P, J. Kruesi from an unidentifled article, presumably
uritten by Penelope Griffiss,



Cleage and John Griffilss in puvchasing ghe tweact, U6 was a charming
interiude for Whyee Oake under owanershin of Dr, Jims and Judge Cleags,
MPhey bulls o log house thexe and several families who bullt up heve
stayed there while their houses were belog built,"8 Mra, Cleage was
one of the most delighifuvl people ever and years later as bheloved "Miss
Mollie" weturned to Chattancogs o leciure on curvent cvenis. Judge
Cloage interested Judge MceVen, a widower, ifwom Franklin, Louisiana, in
coming to Summertown and in the swmmer of 1866 he arrived with his
daughter, "the cuivesi Little brova-cyed girl you evex saw’ named Maiy,
later Mes, Dunbar Wewell, and hila sons, Chavile and Willie, They had
crossed the river on the ferwvy otill pulled by mwaumpower and stayed with
Judge and Mrs, Cleage a week befove spending ithree mounths in their new
house across the woad firom the old Mebbhitt House, It was & queer house,

being frame with a wwo story log kiltchen that provided a room above for
the negro cook,

The Johm Ndmondsons wewre in Swamertown in 1878 and either they or
thelr boloved adopted child, Mrs, Hdmowndson's niece, Rowens Kennedy, and
her husband, J, P. Smartt, built a log cabin on the prosent Xruosi land,
the Eand hewn logs and shingles beilug cut frow twees on the ploce.

"Paul Kvuesi boarded ay "he hapnls , and cowrted Myna Smarid. They were
merried in July, 190¢, at Grey Lodge,' the housae 1 obill used by
the five families of Kruesi descenti.

The D. M. Key cobing across the guleh had been sold 4o the Davide-
song after Wopside was bully, and ihe S. &, Keys kopth theim throvgh
the lifetime of Mrs, Key, 14 was sold %o the Bugena Bryans about 1930
and used by them as & guesi house until it burned 1a the forost flve
that swept the place in 1944, he Living memorials to Summerfileld 4,
Key are the companion holly and Hemlock trees that he planted, which
8%111l stand in at least five placas,

8. letter from Mrs, 7, C. Thompson, Jw.,, augusi 19573
9. Letter from Mrs, Roberg K1l leobrew, July 1957



Tn the hollow on the level with Mobbitt Spring whe danks ran a
simple, comfortable mountain boavding house. Mrs, H. . Williams aond
her first child, Bleanor, had a covtage thewre. It was a favorite place
for week—onds espacially in the fall when they had blg log fires., The
suppers were of stewed chiclken and waiffles and good country fare.

Mw, and Mrs. Amos Rank were northevners and she was said %o have
gone to school with Mrs, Grover Cleveland, They "van" Three Ooks untll
the Dewees bought 1t and then settled to the boarding house down under
the hill, Mrs. Rank opened and closed some of the swinmer houses And
planted the petunias and nasturtiws., In the winter he bottled and s01d
Mebbitt Springs water %o people in town. Thelr place has come to be the
yoar round home of the Jack Chivingions, having passed from Rank to Trout-
man to Inger, who tore down the 0ld house and builit » new one around ithe
ivy covered chimeey, to Jack Bryan %o the preseni owner,

One other boarding house meriits mention, a Mr, and Mes, Wilgon's
that stood beitween the Kruesi and Bates places. Thele food wos excellent
and the pancalies memorwble &s also was the couriship and mawrriage of
Katie Tuit ond Tom Bwing, the gay cavalier who rode hocseback to Mabbitt
Springs and lived o tell the tale. Wilson Read gots its name {rom them,

The 1890's brought new fomilies into the community. Colonel and
Mrs, Purvis of Virginla van Three Oaks avound 1891 aud a truly fashlon-
able boarding house it was, Mws, Probasce aund baby, Scoii, were among
the guests that season, Colounel Purvis was aun excellent host and bridge
player. Daughter Mary, (Mrs, George D, Andrews) was a child of 11 that
year, In 1892 the L, W, Bates bought the McCann place which that family
has lived in and loved down the gensyvations oven to this 62nd year, Ia
1893 Mrs, John L. Divine bought the McVea place and brought her grand-
daughter, Teots Holtszclaw, with her. Dr, Coeper Holtzclaw bought the
Ochs place in 1916 and later gave it to Tnots who this year gave 1t 4»s

her daughters and their children, on his 92ud birthday, they being the



fourth and €ifth generations to love and to cherish 1%, Colonel and Wrs,

Milton Ochs had come in L1894, boarding at Thece Oaly wiih the
Renks and later buying the Melluve place. e made o mighty concession
to the encroachment of civilization and forsool ihe ereek and added &
batheoom o his house, DOuring pawet oi that iime Golonel Ochs was manasg -
ing editor of the Times and would vide %o and fvom town dally on o "thin
and proud gray horse named Shafter whom he vocalls with affection and
10

describes as the most movable chavactor on the mouwnialr in thoso days.

Transporiotion was supplied by "hack" Wrom the foholera year" on
uniil private automobiles took ovew the yrade, Uncle Jimmle Smich,
geandfather to Cyrus Smith ol today, Saalee Coonor, and Mr. Havtman were
among those who drove hacks, Miw . Hapiman® anpounced nis approsch with
blasts on his tallyho horn, fhe hocl left the mouubain ab 6 AM, and
resched town at 8:30, The siheoper wveturn wrip roquired four hours and
the hack lefs town arvound 2 P.M, Tickets were 504, Ouno hack driver
had hauled tan bask ere driving the hack and 'twas guipped that "he

e

stopoed backin' and started hackint " T4 was no easy journey. The
roads wore rough, there was the feriy at ihe river boiore the ascent

up the steep natural grades of ithe pountain road, dusty in dry weather,
slick 1n wet weather, ©o the corduroy which was almogt gtraight uw, and
on to the toll gate &t the top. UYhe corduroy was made of polee laid
parallel in the dlvt to hold 1% agelnst gully vashers and to widen the
road as needed. IMunally the cottagery conteibuted and bought the toll
road and gave it vo the couniy snd soon a new road was under comstruc-~
tion o#nd the W was graded intu &%, On weaching the W the able-bodied
passengers would wall: the short cut "to epell" the Lowvses and only the
feeble and hard-hearted could resist the beseeching look In the eyes of
the teams asg they looked back upon thelr lead. Seais could be reserved
but that didn't mean the deiver would pass up o passenger to hold 1t

10. Letter from Moartin Ocks, Avgusti, 1953.
1L, Letter from Mrs., J. W, Swmoxrtt



for you, They all had this same policy, Colonel Ochs and Shafter made
the trip in never more than two hours,

The father of Robert Spariks Walker "supervised the building of that
road and built the four miles of road, including the W at the summit, at
a cost of $11,000,00, It was a remarkable engineering feat for those
times, and more remarkable as a financial achievement."5 In 1892 it was
the scene of a shocking tragedy when Mr, Carrington, a guest and relative
of Captain Hutcheson, was killed while riding horseback down the V.

Fairmount was the early postoffice and the four Key girls took
turns, two and two to walk the three miles for the weekly mail, their
brothers being young and not trustworthy mail carriers for Uncle Sam. In
1893 it was changed to Albion View, at the top of the W and speeded up to
twice weekly, After Margaret Key got the Maine habit, through her
brother-in-law, host Colonel W. B, Thompson, she contacted Mr. Shallen-
berger who had been Second Lssistant Postmaster General under her father
D, M, Key, and got him to establish a R.F.D, and that was when Summer-
town was put on the map. FEre this early advent of the R.F.D.lz. "We
had to go to a store at the top of the W known as Albion View for our
mall, Rach family had two bags with their name on them and every day
around noon we would either drive the 2 miles or ride horseback over to
the Top, take a2 mail bag and get the one we had left the day before with
mail in it, Of course, when you went you generally took several families
bags, It was fun and you saw lots of people over there and generally
bought a nickel's werth of candy or maybe a bottle of soda-pop."8

Dot Leania and badwmloton ceme ko Cosktancogs vie Summertouw .

Jane and Pat Steward brought the latter and had the first court. Albert
Key brought tennis to Topside from Annapolis while he was a midshipman.
He directed the staking off and building of a court with his younger

brothers and sisters 2nd neighbors as crew before glving them lessons

12, Mrs, Sarah Key Patten




in playing the game., This court was not too good, Iater Mr, Sharp built
one, and later Charley Davideon buili an even better one, perhaps the
one that's there now, The Key girls and the beautiful Sharp sisters
were ardent temnis players, To quote from Toots letter again, "0f course

in my youth the whole life of the community centered about the Tennis

Court, which is across from our house. This court has always been cone

sldered the best hard dirt court in this part of the country, It is
8t111 used but not like it used %o be. At least once every summer in the
0ld days there was a dance on the tennis court and the girls, Bunt Key,
the Sherp girls and all the others hed a gay time, decorated it with
golden rod and red sourwood leaves and a canves was spread to keep from
ruining the court."8 Mr, Sharp's fiddle supplied music for many
occasions,

"as for food, Mr, Freudenbsarg came by twice a week with fresh meat
he had just killed and twice =a week Mr, Kell came with fresh garden
vegetables and, of course, there was the store at the top of the VW,
There was no ice wp here, so no refrigerators. Ve had well houses or
cellars, These collars were a few foet from the house in a cool shady
Place end that is where the milk, butter, otc., were kept."8 A leg
of lamb cost 504, frying chickens 10¢ and Judge Cook refused to yay 25¢
for a hen, adding the comment, now historic, that, "no hen that ever
was born is worth 25¢."13

In the early days the mountain beople worked for barter. Supplies
and scales were kept at hand and the wages were paid in sugar, flour,
coffee, and that treat of treats to those mountain women, snuff. Simple
every day smoothing or flat irons were unknown to the mountain women
and when asked how she smoothed clothes, Mrs, Miles replied, "we fold'em

and sot on lenm,"

Nrs. Bates watched Captain Hutcheson pass Windsor Cottage on his

13. Clipping - E, Y. Chapin's "Glimpses! Hamilton County Hersld,




fox hunts, and in the Horseshoe the hunting parties went for bear and

squirrel and wild turkeys. In early days of Topside the 1little fawn,

Robin Hood, had been brought from the woods as a gift to the Key children
and it lay on the floor before the fire while they pillowed their heads

upon its soft body, beloved beastie that it was,

As we look down the vista of these eighty years from this electri-
cal age into the lamp light and candle light of earlier years when pinc
torches and lanterns lighted the paths of men by night here in Summer-
town, we see how from a simple start the beloved colony has grown. Tha

people came not as founders but as refugees, and the community was

called Summertown because it was just that., It grew and flourished and

was loved because the splrit of God was amonget its people between man

and God, and boetween man and men, From summer %o summer that "sainted

Mother of Summertown," Mrs. L. J, Sharp, led in the discussion of the

need of a suitable place for Sunday services and the ways and means of

meeting that need. Then Mr, and Mrs. C. V, Brown came into the colony

and suggested building a Union Chapel similar to the one that had been

so sucessful at Daisy. Another summer found the Union Chapel bullt and

with $3.00 in it's treasury, the gift of "Mr, Hartman". It was dedi-

cated on August 11, 1908 and celebrated it's first homecoming some

twelve years later, Our lives have been made richer in it's Christian

fellowship and let our prayer be that the beloved colony shall endure

and the spirit of God shall go forth with us today and always,

Avgust 30, 1953




